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Around the Club 
Almost immediately after the posting of last week’s Webnotes (it was doubtless a co-
incidence), Stonington Council offered the Club the full use of the Robert Menzies Reserve 
(named after Robert Menzies) in Malvern for training pre-season. Whilst this is further out 
from the city than Fawkner Park which was also under consideration, it has the considerable 
advantage that we will have the use of the Pavilion there (showers, toilets, changing 
facilities), something which we would not have had at Fawkner Park (indeed, we might even 
have been chucked off there). 
 
So official training will commence next week on Wednesday 4 February at the Menzies 
Reserve and continue there Mondays and Wednesdays after that, until the start of April 
when it will revert to our home ground, Como Park South Yarra, on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
 
The Menzies oval is located on the corner of Toorak Road, and Elizabeth Street, Malvern 
(Melways Map 59, D5). There is parking for some cars at the ground; there is certainly none 
on Toorak Road, and there is some parking available in other nearby streets.  The ground is 
located close to the Glen Waverley train line, mid-way between Kooyong and Tooronga 
railway stations. (Tooronga station offers slightly quicker access.) It is also close to the 
Toorak Road exit on the South-Eastern freeway (turn right at the Toorak road exit if travelling 
from the city). 
 
The following message has been circulated to the Club Committee by David Mims :  
“Having got to this point we don't want to blow it. So we need to ensure we do everything possible to 
keep the place clean after every session, and not give the council any ammunition or reason to rescind 
this access, and demonstrate our total responsibility. Suggest we carry a broom as a bare minimum in 
the kit and ensure we sweep the place and not leave any mess. But it is all our responsibility for 
whoever from the Committee is down at training to check that we do keep the place in good order and 
securely lock up each time.” (Any reader wanting to know what a broom is should contact the Editor.) 
 
50 Year Anniversary Dinner 
The possible dates for the 50 Year Dinner were mentioned in last week’s notes as being in 
late July but there is now a distinct chance that it will be changed to Saturday 19 June. (At 
this stage the change is unlikely to cause any significant inconvenience because I remain 
close to certain that almost no-one bothers to read these notes anyway. – Ed)  We want to 
make this the biggest and most important function in the history of the Club.  It has been 
arranged to avoid the school holidays, and it has been arranged to avoid a clash with Aves’ 
trip to Athens for the Olympics (be it as a spectator or competitor), and it has been arranged to 
possibly stuff up my trip to Africa.  Please set the date aside NOW, and make a point of 
mentioning it to anyone whom you know who has or has had an involvement with the Club.  
There will be more and fuller details in the next set of webnotes. 
 
Sponsorship 
We understand that our primary sponsors from last season, Bennison MacKinnon, Real 
Estate will be back on board with us this year. We are also hopeful of tying up a continuing 
sponsorship deal with the Arcadia hotel in the near future, and we await details of Davo’s 
pie warmer sponsorship (see last Webnotes) when he gets back from his latest business trip 
to China.    
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From Here and There  
With David Hookes so prominently in the news recently for wrong and sad reasons, it is interesting to 
note that he was the guest speaker at one of the our Pivot Club Lunches at Como back in 2001. 
 
On the subject of Pivot Lunches, one of our guest speakers in 2002 was the current Governor of 
Victoria, and past player, John Landy. In connection with the Club’s 50th Anniversary we have been 
going back through some of the Club’s old records, well, those that remain, fighting off clouds of dust, 

battalions of silverfish, 
and the occasional 
nasty looking spider 
(and as of this 
morning, rising water 
in the garage). 
Amongst these records 
we have found the 
attached press clipping 
from The Truth 
newspaper, some time 
in 1957. (If you can’t 
read the article, try 
increasing your screen 
magnification.) 
 
Club Records and 50 
Years  
As mentioned, one of 
the jobs we have 
undertaken in 
connection with this 
milestone is trying to 
sort through the Club’s 
records and archives, 
such as they are. It is 
apparent that of the 50 
completed seasons, 
full records (such as 
minute books from 
meetings, and 
correspondence books) 
are held for less than 
half of those years, 
and the others cannot 
be accounted for. For 
those years where 
there are records 
properly kept we will 
where necessary copy 
or scan anything of 
major interest – some 
of the earlier pages 
and paper are starting 
to deteriorate greatly 
(not helped by the 
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partial flooding of garage during last night’s storms). This will be a massive job, and will perhaps take 
many months to complete. In the meantime, and given the continued lack of input for the current 
weekly webnotes from right round the current Club membership (this week two people contributed, 
down from the dizzying heights of four last week) we will from time to time put in some details of 
particular years and more interesting or weird happenings therein gleaned from the Minute Books as 
they emerge from dusts of time. The first year to be featured next week will be 1969. 
 
Player or Official Profile 
Lack of response again this week from those asked to submit means nothing to place in here – perhaps 
I will have to considerer doing one on myself in the next few weeks: at least I know I’ll be dealing with 
someone fairly reliable – Ed.) 
 
 
 
 
        


